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Profile 


Birthday: July 13th 
Blood Type: A 
Height: IVacm 

Hobbies: Reading, watching films 
Strengths: Storytelling, housework 
Weaknesses: Sports, drawing 


Favorite Foods: 

Pork shogayaki, hamburg steak, 
curry, takowasa 

Favorite Fusic: 

KIRINJI, Asako Toki, Kenshi Yonezu, 
Gen Hoshino, YUKI 
Favorite Books: 

The works of Osamu Dazai, 

Haruki Murakami. Yo Hasukawa, 
Tomihiko Morimi, and Marumi Sasaki 


Kei Sasuga's Comments 


I feel that Natsuo, in a way, represents the ideal man, Being too honest and 
clean-cut makes a person a little creepy, but Natsuo aims to be that guy, while, 
in reality, having the same fantasies and temptations as any other man. I feel like 
in Matsuo's position, some 80% of men would happily try to keep dating Hina and 
Rui at the same time. The fact that he doesn’t, and has such concern for both of 
them, is the idealized part of Natsuo, 
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IF IT WAS AN 
ILLNESS OR 
AN ACCIDENT, 
THAT'S ONE 
THING, BUT... 


SOMETHING SO 
HORRIPyiNG 

HAPPENED TO 
SOMEONE 
I KNOW. 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 




THEY 
CAUGHT 
THE GUy 
WHO 
DID IT? 


THEY'RE 
TRACKING 
HIM DOWN 
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ING HE'S 


ON THE 
LOOSE 
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OH, Y6/\H. sihcmOH, 

IN66P TO TOO. i 
WITHDRAW 


I'LL TU?)T 
6i0 TO 
WOI^K NtKT 
W66K L1K6 
NOTHINC, 
HA??6N6D. 


THEN you 
WON'T 
MIND IF WE 
SEARCH THE 
HOUSE. 


WE HAVE A 
WARRANT, 


THINK HE 
ALREADY 
SKIPPED 
TOWN? 
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DUMBASS 

JUMPBD 

IN FRONT 


ONE 
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ROOM. 
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TANABE IS 
ACCUSED OF 
STALKING 
A FEMALE 
ACQUAINTANCE 
FOR WEEKS, 



UNTIL AROUND 


6 PM LAST 
NIGHT, WHEN 
HE STABBED 
THE WOMAN'S 
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THE SIDE 


WITH A KNIFE 
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THE 

SUSPECT 
ARRESTED 
ON CHARGES 
OF ASSAULT 
AND 

STALKING... 








...WAS 
INNER CITY 
BUSINESS¬ 
MAN KENGO 
TANABE, 
AGE 28. 
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NATSUO- 
KUN'S 
LIFE IS IN 
DANGER 


IF ONLY 


TOLD MV 
CLIENT 
ABOUT 


AKIHITO 

SAN. 


NATSUO- 
KUN LIKE 
MY OWN 
FLESH AND 
BLOOD/ 
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IF 


BY AH/ 


CHANCE 


WORST 


COMES 


I DON'T 


TO 


KNOW,,. 


WORST, 


...HOW I 


COULD 


FACE YOU 


OR JUN- 


SAN! 
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BUT HAVE 
FAITH THAT 
HE'LL PULL 
THROUGH. 


WHAT WE 
NEED TO 
DO NOW 
ISN'T 
WALLOW 
IN RE¬ 
MORSE, 







WHEN 
MV WIFE 


"WHAT 
COULD I 
HAVE DONE 
DIFFERENTLY? 
HOW COULD 
I HAVE 
AVOIDED , 

THIS?" A 


AWAY, 

I ASKED 
MYSELF 
CON¬ 


STANTLY, 


MAYBE 
IF YOU 
COULD 
PREDICT 
THE 

FUTURE, 
YOU'D 
NEVER 
HAVE TO 
SUFFER. 




BUT NO 
AMOUNT 
OF HIND¬ 
SIGHT WILL 


CHANGE 


ANYTHING, 
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NOR WILL IT 


BRING YOU 
ANY PEACE 


OF MIND. 




ONCE 




YOU START 


y* vX^Iv 


THINKING 


LIKE THAT, 
THERE'S 


NO END 
TO IT. 
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...WE 
SHOULD 
HAVE LET 
THEM DO 
AS THEY 
PLEASED. 
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IF NATSUO- 
KUN AND 
HINA WERE 
DESTINED 
TO FALL 
IN LOVE. 
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HE HASN'T 
READ THE 
LINE MESSAGE 
I SENT HIM 
yESTERDAy. 


AAAyBE ' 
HE'S ON 
A TRIP OR 
SOME¬ 
THING. . 


y'KNOW THE 
STABBING 
THAT HAP¬ 
PENED NEAR 









KNOW 

ANyTHING, 

KINASHI? 


HE DIDN'T 
SHOW UP 
FOR THE 
READ- 
THROUGH 
yESTERDAy 

EITHER. 
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IT CREEPED 


DIDN'T 


TURNS 


ME OUT WHEN 
THEy SAID 
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SOMEONE 


OUT THE THEy HADN'T 


TWEET A 
PIC OF THE 
SCENE? 
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WAS A 
STALKER. 


CAUGHT THE 


PERP yET. 
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I MEAN, 
THE 

ARTICLE 
SAID THE 
VICTIM WAS 
"A LOCAL 
COLLEGE 
STUDENT." 


I'M ' 
PRETTy 

SURE 
IT WAS 
SOMEONE 
FROM OUR 
SCHOOL, 
DUDE. 
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WELL, IT'S 
TURNED 
INTO QUITE 
A BI6 STORY, 
AFTER ALL. 
IT'S ALL 
OVER THE 
TV AND THE 
INTERNET. 
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I JUST HOPE 
NATSUO-KUN'S 
AND HINA'S 
NAMES DON'T 
GET OUT... 
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..FOR ALL 
OF THE 
GRIEF MX 
SON HAS 
CAUSED! 
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.. .THAT I 
LEARNED 
WHAT My 
SON HAD 
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CAME TO 
OUR 
HOUSE 
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SHE BROKE 
THINGS OFF 
SOON AFTER 
THEY'D 
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IT TURNS OUT 
fAY SON WAS 
EMOTIONALLY 
ABUSIVE 
TOWARDS HER, 
AND HARASSED 
HER EVEN 
AFTER THEY'D 
BROKEN UP. 


BUT THE 
POLICE 
INFORMED 
US OF 
THE 

- TRUTH. 
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THOUGHT 
SHE'D 
JUST HAD 
A CHANGE 
OF HEART, 
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HE NEVER 


AND 
ALWAYS 
DID US 
PROUD. 


HE TOOK 
MY WORDS 
TO HEART. 
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TO BECOME 
BOTH A GOOD 
MAN AND A 
GOOD LEADER. 


I TAUGHT 
HIM TO GIVE 
ONE HUNDRED 
PERCENT, 
AND NEVER 
BACK DOWN. 
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...WHERE 
WE WENT 
WRONG. 





































































































































































































































YOU'RE RIGHT, 
ALL THIS 
DARKNESS 
MAKES IT FEEL 
LIKE THE 
AFTERLIFE 
DOESN'T IT? 



































































































































































































...IS NOW 
GROWN UP 
ENOUGH TO 
PROTECT THE 
PEOPLE HE 
LOVES. 


I CAN 
HARDLY 
BELIEVE 
MY 

LITTLE 

BOY... 
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YOU GIVE ME 
UPDATES IN 
YOUR HEAD 
WHENEVER 
YOU VISIT 
MY GRAVE, 
REMEMBER? 
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W/QUGHTH 

MG(\mes 

WHEW I 
CLSAUeO 

POOM... 


HAVe 

Hou Tea Me 

“SHUT UP 
VOU OLD HAG 

DUPIWG HOUP 
PeBELUOUS 
. PHASe, 



AUDI 

WAmeo 

TO TALK 
ABOUT 
GIPLS WHEM 
*^00 HIT 
PUBEPTH, 
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ABOUT 
THOSE LAST 
TEW, 
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MOST 

OF 

IT? 


OH, CRAP. 
THAT WAS 
ENOUGH? 

I GOTTA 
WATCH WHAT 
I THINK 
ABOUT... 
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LOOKING 
BACK, 
THERE'S A 
LOT I WISH 
I COULD 
CHANGE, 




BUT IT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE 

HINA-NEE'S 


AND WHILE 
r DIDN'T GET 
TO PUT A BOOK 
OUT, AT LEAST 
AAY WORK WAS 
, RECOGNIZED. , 
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THE 

MOMENT 

I SAW you, 

I KINDA 
PREPARED 
M/SELF 
FOR THE 
WORST. 
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THEN 
THERE'S 
RUI. IT'D 
BE PRETTY 
TRAUMATIC 
TO LOSE 
HER BOY¬ 
FRIEND 
LIKE THIS. 





NOT TO 
MENTION 
DAD AND 
TSUKIKO- 
SAN. 





IT'LL ( 
TAKE 
THEM A 
WHILE TO 
GET OVER 
THIS, 
TOO. j 


' IF SHE'D ' 
STAYED A 
TEACHER, 
NONE OF THIS 
WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED. 
SHE HAD 
TO QUIT 
BECAUSE 
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I T rAN WELL, 


I CAN 
GO ON 
AND ON, 
BUT.. . 




HINA-NEE, 
SHE MIGHT 
FALL APART 




































































































































































































































































NATSUO 


CALL THE 
DOCTOR/ 


THANK 


HIM THE 
PATIENT'S 
AWAKE/ 


V 

m ^ > f r* 

^SsSSm 

[ :r^ 










• ^ 

• * 




' 1 



4 ♦ 

nJ!' 























































































































College Student Stabbed by 
Stalker Regains Consciousness 
Three Days After Incident 


AND IS 
CURRENTLY 


IN STABLE 
CONDITION 


WE’VE 
RECEIVED 
WORD THAT 
THE VICTIM 
HAS REGAINED 
CONSCIOUS¬ 
NESS, 
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WE HAVE AN 
UPDATE REGARDING 
THE INNER-CITY 
COLLEGE STUDENT 
WHOSE LIFE WAS 
LEFT HANGING 
IN THE BALANCE 
AFTER A RECENT 
STABBING. 
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I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
FD MAKE 
THE NEWS 

I iiyc TUiiz 




IT MAY 


SOME TIME 
TO PICK 
UP THE 
PIECES... 


MUST HAVE 
ALL COME 
AS QUITE A 
SHOCK TO 
THEM. 












































































































































^ IF...IFTH6 
UN^.FBAKAF’Le 
HAD HA??6N6D, 
IF6LTTH6 ONLY WAY 


I ^:0ULD VO‘b‘b\^lS 
r$\ MM<5a?Foi^iT 

|#4i V^OULDF>eTD 
.s;. \ FOLLOW YOU... 
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I CAN'T 
TELL you HOW 
GLAD I AM TO 
HEAR yOUR 

VOICE AGAIN, 
NATSUO-KUN/ 




WHILE 
I WAS 
OUT... 


OH, 

yEAH 
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I DON'T 
REALLy 
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TOOK 
'■M SOME 
TIME 
OFF. 
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' DON'T ^ 

you HAVE 

WORK, 

TOO, 

HINA- 

K NEE? y 
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HE'S 

ALL 

yOURS, 

HINA. 
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THE 
WOUND 
STILL 
HURTS, 
BUT I'M 
THINKING 
CLEARLy. 


V7fW>4^X> 
« A • * 




NOT 

BAD. 


vJ 


GOOD 
MORNING, 
FUJIl-SAN. 
HOW ARE 

you 

FEELING? 



AND 

THE 


CLUB 



OH, SHIT. 
I MISSED 
OUT ON 
WORK, 
DIDN'T I?/ 





















































































































































































































RESPONDING 
TO EVERY¬ 
ONE WITHOUT 
MAKING THEM 
WORRIED 
REALLY WORE 
ME OUT... 


I FINALLY 
GOT 

THROUGH 


THING 


I'LL 

PUT 

YOUR 

BED 

DOWN 


DON'T PUSH 
YOURSELF. 
WHY DON'T 
YOU REST 
FOR A BIT? 


DO YOU 
NEED TO 
GO TO THE 
BATH¬ 
ROOM? 
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'^OU'Pe 

TOO 

we/Qfc 

TO 
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THEY TOOK 


BUT! 

SHOULD 

GOOD. 



OUT THE 
CATHETER THIS 
MORNING, SO 

I FEEL LIKE 
THERE'S STILL 
A BIT LEFT IN 
. THE TANK, y 
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PAN! 


LEFT 
IN THE 
TANK 
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M-MY 
WOUND 
HEALED 
UP A LOT 
WHILE I 
WAS OUT. 


THAT'S 

OKAY/ 


FINE, 

REALLY^ 
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COULDN'T 


JUST SIT 


JK 
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STILL/ you 





SCARED 








ME HALF 


/l\\ 


TO DEATH/ 
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HOLD 


r/i 


ALLIE, BUT 
HE'S OVER¬ 


SEAS RIGHT 


NOW. HE 
WAS REALLY 






'5X.1 


WORRIED. 
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iLllll 


OH, AND 
I CALLED 


ONE AND 


DRAGGED 


THEM WITH 


ME BEFORE 


THEY WENT 


TO SCHOOL 


// 




UNDER 




THE BED. 


TH- 
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THAT 
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WHERE'S ^ 
HINA- 
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HONESTLY, 
I DIDN'T 
THINK YOU 
HAD THAT 
KINDA 
GUTS, 
SEMPAI. 


I HAVE TO 
SAY, I'M 
IMPRESSED 
YOU TOOK 
A KNIFE TO 
THE BELLY 
FOR SOME¬ 
ONE. 


♦ ♦ \ 
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I SAW 
THE NEWS. 

I DIDN'T KNOW 
YOU HAD AN 
OLDER SISTER, 
NATSUO-KUN. 


MENTIONED 
ANY SIBLINGS 


SO THAT WAS 
A SURPRISE, 


\\1 OT 







YOU'D 
PROBABLY 
DO THE 
SAME THING, 
SHIBASAKI. 


WHEN IT'S 
TO PROTECT 
SOMEONE 
IMPORTANT 
TO YOU, 
YOUR BODY 
JUST KINDA 
MOVES ON 
ITS OWN. 
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SO/M£- 

OA/£.,. 


IMPORT¬ 

ANT. 




you MIGHT 


GET MORE 


LINE ME 


IF you 


VISITORS, SO 
TLL JUST 


NEED 


ANy- 


THING. 


EXCUSE 
MySELF FOR 
A WHILE. 
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DID you 

HAVE TO 


BUT EVEN 
ZOOMED IN, 
you COULD 
BARELY TELL 

IT WAS you, 

SO I DON'T 
THINK yoUR 
IDENTITy'S 
OUT THERE. 


LOOKED 


SHOCKED 
WHEN I 
SAW THE 
PICTURE 


OUT OF 
A DRAMA 
OR MOVIE 


AROUND 

ONLINE. 


WAIT, 

SERI- 

ZAWA 


yEAH. 

I DIDN'T 
EVEN 

RECOGNIZE 
HER WITH 
THE NEW 
HAIRSTVLE. 


you 

JUST 

NO¬ 

TICED 


HUH?.' 
SOMEONE 
UPLOADED 
A PICTURE 




















































































































































































CUTE, 
HUH? SHE 
SAID SHE 
CHANGED 
UP HER 
BANGS 
FOR A NEW 
LOOK/ 


GOOD 
ON YOU. 


DID I 
A\AKE 
HER 
MAD? 


NOPE 


QUITE 

THE 

OPPO¬ 

SITE. 
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NOT 
AT ALL. 
I WAS 
JUST 






SORRY. 

AMI 

INTER¬ 

RUPTING 



fAVCARE 
PACKAGE 
MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
COME IN 
HANDY. 


YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
BETTER 
THAN r 
EXPECT¬ 
ED 
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RBADINS'S 

YOUR 

FAVORITE 

PASTIME, 



















SOME¬ 
THING 
TO PASS 
THE 

TIME, HE 


B- 

BOOKS 


WHAT'D 
HE LEND 
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IT'S JUST WHY AM I 

A NATURAL GETTINe 

BODILY BMBAR- 

FUNCTION. RASSED, 

ANYWAY? 


HE'S BEEN 
BEDRIDDEN 


IN 

OTHER 

WORDS 


MAKES 


NATSUO 


FORA 


THANK 

eoD 


THERE, I 
REALLY 
THOUGHT 
WERE 
GOING 
TO LOSE 
HIM. 




OKAY, 


AND 

HEALTHY 

AGAIN. 
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FWAH 


MORNING 

ALREADY 


HUH? 
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WM SO 
GLAD... 


YOU'RE 


Hild'ccU 





















































Birthday: April 6th 

Favorite Foods: 

Blood Type: 0 

Sushi. Umesuisho, eggplant nibitashi. 

Height: 163cm 

green tea ice cream 

Hobbies: Watching comedy shows, 

Favorite Fusic: 

going to concerts, watching TV dramas, 

Hikaru Utada, Namie Amuro, RADWIMPS, 

drinking, collecting souvenir t-shirts 

Miki imai, Sukima Switch 

Strengths: Goldfish catching, 

Favorite Books: 

English conversation 

The works of Nashiki Kaho, 

Weaknesses: Cooking, thunder and 

Shion Miura, Jun ikeido, Atsuko Asano, 

lightning, cockroaches, gory movies 

and Rio Shimamoto 


Kei Sasuga's Comments 



I think Hina's appeal Lies in her failings. She is determined, but changes her mind 
easily. She resolves to take things seriously and work hard, but she can't fight 
her feelings. Those weaknesses lend a cuteness to an adult character. After all, 
someone who always does the right thing is kinda scary, right? I think it's her 
interest in such a variety of things that makes her enjoy drinking together and 
going on dates so much. I suppose I should also mention her bad Luck with men. 


t: 


■ nuh?]I’nn sure we aU know someone like that. 
























ATTEN¬ 

TION, 

PLEASE 


VISITING 
HOURS 
WILL BE 
ENDING 
SHORTLY 


VISITORS, 
PLEASE 
PREPARE 
TO LEAVE 
FOR THE 
EVENING. 


OKAY. 


I'M 

TAKING 

OFF. 


AL¬ 

READY 


SORRY... 
I WOULD 
HAVE 
COME 
EARLIER, 


YOU 

JUST 

GOT 

HERE. 


BUT I 
WAS BUSY 
WORKING 
ON A NEW 
DISH FOR 
THE FALL 
MENU. 


WELL, 
WHAT CAN 
IDO? 
VISITING 
HOURS 
ARE 
OVER. 


YEAH 

BUT.. 
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you DON'T 
HAVE TO 
LEAVE THE 
ROOM WHEN 
I VISIT HIM, 
y'KNOW. 





THAT'S 

THE 

PLAN. 


I BETTER 
BE CARE¬ 
FUL NOT 
TO FALL 
ASLEEP IN 
My CHAIR 

AGAIN. 




ARE 

you 

STAyiNG 

OVER 

AGAIN, 

HINA- 

NEE? 
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WHY DON'T 
WE START 
you ON 
SOME SOLID 
FOOD AGAIN 
AND SEE 
HOW THAT 


YOUR 
DRAINAGE 
LEVELS ARE 


m 




GREAT. 




STABLE, TOO, 

EVERYTHING 



LOOKS 

GOOD. 



IT STINGS 
WHEN I 


MOVE, BUT 
IT'S NOT 


/y 


SO BAD 
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IF I STAY 


STILL. 
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GO AWAY 


PLETELY 



ENOUGH TIME, 
SOME PATIENTS 




SEE THEIR 


SCARS FADE 



UNTIL THEY'RE 


PRACTICALLY 


UNNOTICEABLE 
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BUT 


BELIEVE 


IT OR NOT, 
SENSEI WAS 


ACTUALUy 


HA, HA. 
FIRSTHAND 
ACCOUNTS 
ARE HARD 
TO COME 
BY, AFTER 
ALL. 


HOW WAS IT? 


WORRIED 
SICK ABOUT 


'<«' -sv 

J j 


DID THe PAIID 



DO ^OU 


HIT '^OU PIGHT 


HAVe TO 


IIUT5PP0- 


THePg A DBLA^? 


HOW Deep DID 


GATe M 


THe KUIFe GO? 


UOWF 
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IWBNTTO 
HIS HOUSE 


TO PICK UP A 
MANUSCRIPT 


THE OTHER 


DAY, AND 
WHEN I TOLD 



HIM WHAT 





BY THE 


WAY, THAT'S 
ABI6 
BAG YOU 


THAT'S IT, 








BROUGHT 
WITH YOU. 


HE'S A 
TSUN- 


TSMfAyA. 

rwi TAKIH' 


OTHER 


OH, 
THIS 

IP 





i N '-'S 




My WORK 
SOM\E- 


WHBRE 



you 


SHOULD'Ve 


seeu HOW 


FLUST£Q£D 


H£ WAS. 



ru 


THEY 

SHOULD 


PROBABUf 


0(ST 


LAST YOU 
A MONTH 



WAy 




IF YOU 




READ 


iCfET 


THROUi6,H 


THEM 


ONE A 
DAY. 


NOT MUCH 


ELSE FOR 


YOU TO DO, 
RIGHT? 
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BROUGHT 


[0 % s f 
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YOU SOME 


:v:':v:v:>:>tkv. tv' ^J 


aoo/<'s. 


I THOUGHT 




THEY MIGHT 


GIVE YOU 


SOME IDEAS 
FOR YOUR 


E 


Y. 
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FD BE 
CRAZy NOT 
TO USE THIS 
EXPERIENCE 
FOR MY 
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ISN'T 

THAT 

RIGHT, 

SENSEI 

•> 


WRITING 
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THE PLAN? new 
GIVEN EVERY- PIECE 

THING THAT'S "• 
HAPPENED, 

WANNA f_^ 

CHANGE THE / 
THEME? / 


















so I 

HEAR. 










I WANT 
TO ASK 
HIM 
ABOUT 
THAT, 
TOO. 
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HE'S STILL 
DENYING 
HE HAD 
ANY INTENT 
TO KILL. 
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HE REALLY 
SEEMED LIKE 
A NICE GUY 
WHEN WE 
FIRST MET. 

I WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 
CHANGED 



I THINK FM 
ACTUALLY 
MORE 

INTERESTED 
IN CRIMINAL 

PSYCHOLOGY 

BECAUSE OF 
THIS WHOLE 
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GONNA 
VISIT THE 
GUY IN 
PRISON. 
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EVERVONE, 
FINISH 
UP WHAT 
YOU'RE 
DOING AND 
TAKE 15. 






HELLO? 
HEY, RUI. 


THAT 

WAS 

QUICK 


ARE YOU 
ALREADY 
OFF 
WORK? 
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NO... 



NO, IT 

LOOKS LIKE 
FM GONNA 
BE STAVING 
LATE 
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iWARI NATED 


MIGHT GO 
WELL IN 


THE BRUS- 



PUTTING 


BASIL IN THIS 


SAUCE REALLY 


BRINGS OUT 


THE FLAVOR 


CHETTA, 

TOO. 


OF THE 


SHRIMP. 



JSR.'SSnSRS*: CPWr;::? 


YOU'VE 


BEEN 


KINDA... 




IS 

SOME¬ 

THING 

WRONG 

•p 




SORRY 


ASKING 


u 


HOW THEY 
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r I 
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...OUT 
OF IT THE 
LAST FEW 
DAYS. 
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SIDE-BY 


WE STAYED 


BEHIND 


TO WORK 


' YOU'RE ' 
GONNA HURT 
YOURSELF 
AGAIN IF 
YOU KEEP 
THIS UP. / 



ON THE 


NEW MENU, 
REMEMBER? 


FOCUS. 















































































































































DID 

SOME¬ 

THING 

HAPPEN 


TRYING TO 
BE CAREFUL 
AT WORK, 
AT LEAST. 


TRUST 

ME, 

I KNOW 


I MEAN, 
you DON'T 
HAVE TO 
SHARE IF 
you DON'T 
WANT TO. 




HEY, 

KAJITA 


DO you 


DESTINY 
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I CAN 
WIPE 


IT'S 

FINE. 
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PLUS, 

I ALREADY 
TOLD THE 
NURSE I'D 
DO IT.^ 


mm. 
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I LOOKED 
UP THE 
PROPER 
PROCEDURE 

FORA 
SPONGE 
, BATH, 

\ 100 ! 
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you CAN'T 

REACH 
yOUR BACK, 
RIGHT? 
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YOU'LL 
AGGRAVATE 
THE WOUND 
IF you BEND 


AND STRETCH 


TOO MUCH, 
ANyWAY. 














































































































































DON'T GET 
ANY FUNNY 


THIS 
IS JUST 
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REALLy?/ 

I PUT MY 
HEART INTO 
THEM, SO 


I CAN IF 
I TAKE IT 
SLOW. 



TO SHARE 
THEM WITH 

youR 

FAMILY. J) 



OH, BUT 

you CAN'T 
EAT THEM, 

CAN you? 




MADE¬ 

LEINES. 














































































































































' I HEARD 

THINGS 
GOT SCAR/ 
THERE 
FORA 
V MINUTE. / 


HOW 

ARE you 
FEELING 




I'M SURE 
yOUR BIG 
SIS AND 
RUI-RUI 
WILL EAT 




UWH... 

I DUWO 
ABOUT GIVING 
THESE TO 
MY FAMILY 


YEAH, BUT 
THE WOUND 
SEEMS TO 
BE HEALING 
SMOOTHLY 
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BACK lU 
MOBSTCP 

DA'^s, oue 
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SOI 
6UCSS 
IT'S MOPC 
COMMOU) 


'^OUIUGCP 
6UyS TOOK 
A BULLCT 
III) THC SIDC 
AMD WAIKCD 
AWA*^ 

OKAy, . 











*' ’*•'''* v.'V.s ! .'•>.'.*>* .V.' V.'.'.V. .*7? 


t t t 9 t 9 V 

♦ V*%'*'»'*'* V**#'*'^*^*'*'*'#'* •✓♦'•*♦'♦'♦♦• V#' 1^ I ^ I ‘ ^ 1^1 ^ I Ti * iVi fS 

*4*4 44 4*4*4 *4 **4 *4 *4 **4 *4 *4 ***4 4 *4 ***4 44 * • 4 *4 *4 4 ^ 4''VT^B_4 4 4 4*^ * 4^ >v 

•cJ''^!':'l<v‘:v<i';v:':::'^:';>L'5:::*;'i';::«?:::*^i*;>L'J::r::r;::«;‘:':':$;i^^ 

;v;^:s<sv:ss.x.:v;s-:.:vXw:wXs.;|^^ 


fe. 

KiS>T^S$ 5 S 




W'X 


. .<<'A^-:- 5 A'A 2 :ySAW;. 














■¥:;:f:.m*;i 5 ::;?^:<ir¥r;g;ft^ 











































































































































I DO 











THOUGHT KNOWING 

you'D BE you, 

BEATING 

yOURSELF 

UP OVER j 

THIS. 


ALSO GUILTy. 

KNOW 
THIS ISN'T 
THE TIME 
TO MOPE /: 
AROUND, mmrni 


THAT'S 

TRUE. 


BROODING 
OVER 
THINGS 
WON'T DO 
ANyONE 
ANy 

. GOOD. 


you 

KNOW, 

KOBA- 

yASHI- 

SAN? 


MADE 
UP My 
MIND. 




FROM 


FM eoiNs 


w-y. 


MX LIFB TO 
SUPPORTING 
NATSUO- 
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NATSUO 
CHAN IS. 


YOU'RE 

GOING TO 

WhlAT? 


CHAPTER 190: GIVE EVERYTHING 
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mmM^ 
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BEFORE THIS 
HAPPENED, 

I WAS PLANNING 
TO JUST MOVE 
ON BIT BY BIT. 


AND THEN 
SOMEDAY, 


I THOUGHT 
I COULD 
WAIT FOR MY 
FEELINGS... 


WHEN I COULD 
FINALLY SEE 
NATSUO-KUN AS 
JUST A LITTLE 
BROTHER, 

I COULD LOOK 
BACK ON ALL 
THIS AND THINK 
"OH, YEAH. 

I REMEMBER 
THAT.'" y 


.. .TO FADE 
AWAY WITH 


.1 JUST 
CAN'T 

DO m 


TOO FULL 
OF HIM 
TO JUST 


RISKED 
HIS LIFE 
FOR ME! 


ALL GO! 
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UNTIL HE 
ACHIEVES HIS 
DREAM OF 
BECOMING A 
NOVELIST AND 
BUILDS A 
HAPPy LIFE 
FOR HIMSELF 
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JUST 

DON'T 

OVERDO 


'/yy/^/'/^/.'//. '//yz/yy/y 
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m>5^x 




HOW'S 
THE PRIMO 
FOR TABLE 
FIVE 

COMING? 


SCALLOP MI5T( 
VICHYSSOISE, UNO. 


TACHIBANA, 

CAN you 

GRAB SOME 
PLATES 
FOR ME? 


CINE, 

THREE 

PASTA 
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YEAH. 


I 



I HEARD 
THE BOSS 
OFFERED 
HER SOME 
TIME OFF, BUT 
SHE TURNED 
IT DOWN. 






TACHI- 
BANA- 
SAN'S 
SUCH A 
TROOPER 


SHE'S STILL 
WORKING HER 
BUTT OFF 
AFTER EVERY¬ 
THING THAT'S 
HAPPENED TO 
HER FAMILY 
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PEOPLE WHO 
THINK ABOUT 
STUEELIKE 
DESTINY AND 
THE MEANING 
OF LIFE HAVE 
TOO MUCH 
TIME ON THEIR 


lllllll!£illl II 


HUH? 


•AYvy>^ 


WHERE. 




I <kV 
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IS THAT 
ALL yoUR 
LAUNDRY? 




SORRY 
FOR THE 
TROUBLE 


NO BIGGIE. 
FM GOING 
BACK TO 
THE HOUSE 
FOR A BIT, 


A#* 


































































































































































































































































































































DID you 

HAVE A 
QUESTION 
FOR ME? 


K 


h>J 


IT'S 

PRETTY 
RARE TO 

SEE you 

ANYWHERE 

WITHOUT 

KUSANAGI- 

SAN. 


ABOUT 

youR 

ROLE OR 
SOME- 

. THING. . 
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O/? 7^471 
LOOKED UP 
''"HOW TO STEAL 
A MAN'S HEART 
IN A SINGLE 
HOSPITAL 
VISIT" ONLINE 









I'M HERE 



BECAUSE 
MY LOVE 
HOROSCOPE 
WAS RATED 
FIVE STARS 
THIS WEEK! 











TAKE ME 
A WHILE 
TO GET 
IT BACK 

TO you. 

IS THAT 

COOL? 


THANKS./ 
I'LL DEFI¬ 
NITELY 
READ IT. 




I FINISHED 
IT RECENT¬ 
LY AND 
THOUGHT 


LIKE IT. 


t 






I FIGURED 
you MUST 
BE BORED 
TO TEARS 
LYING IN BED 
ALL DAY. 


4 « 
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f HERE, r 
BROUGHT 

you A 

BOOK, 
TOO. 


MISSION 

1 : 

BRING A 
THOUGHT¬ 
FUL GIFT. 
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HASN'T 
BEEN 

VISITING 

you 

yv\ucH? 


SHE 





WHAT 

CAN 

you DO? 

DUTy 

CALLS. 



My WRITING 
MENTOR 
BROUGHT 
THEM, 

ACTUALLY 


NAH 










































































































































































































fAY HANiB IS 
SBRIZAWA! 
I'M IN THB 
SAMB DRAMA 
CLUB AS 
FUJU-KUN! 


P-PLBASE 
TAKE GOOD 
CARE OF 
M 




2 : 



GREET THE 
OTHER 
PATIENTS IN 
THE ROOM 
AND THE 
HOSPITAL 
STAFF. 


1 ' 







I COULD 
COMB BY 
AFTER 
PRACTICE 

IF- 











































































































ACTUALLY, 
IT'S ABOUT THE 
SCENE WHERE 
THE DANCER 
TRIES TO KEEP 
THE DETECTIVE 
AWAY FROM THE 
PROPRIETRESS 
AFTER FALLING 
FOR HIM. 


I'M NOT 
SURE HOW TO 
APPROACH 

IT... 





HB MUST 
FBBL SO 
HBLP- 


BUT HIS 
GIRL¬ 
FRIEND'S 
TOO BUSY 
WITH WORK 
TO EVEN 
VISIT HIM? 
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NICE 







MAKE HIM 
FEEL LIKE 


YOU CARE 




I j 

III 

in 

'll 

II 


^ V 


SHE 
REALLY 
VALUES THE 
ACTOR'S 
OPINION 
WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
THE ACTUAL 
PERFOR¬ 
MANCE. 


I THINK 
HANA- 
SEMPAI 
WOULD 
BE COOL 
WITH IT, 
TOO. 
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MISSION 

4 : 




DON’T 

OVER¬ 

STAY 

YOUR 

WEL¬ 

COME. 


^sr- 
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'yyyyyyyyy^ 


^/yyyy. 








HM? 
WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 




YEAH. I 
GUESS SHE 
STRUGGLING 

WITH HER 
ROLE, TOO. 


THE 

LEAD 


I JUST 
SAW A 
GIRL FROM 
YOUR CLUB 
IN THE 
LOBBY. 


S S N 


FROM THE 
ROOKIE 
PERFOR- 
V y\AANCE. 1 




I'M 

BACK. 




/ , 


I \ 

\ / \ 

. *A V^^ C 


THERE'S 
A BOOK 
ON THE 
FLOOR! 
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Sky/ymm 


Amm. 
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I WAS 
HOLDING 
IT IN 
WHILE 
SERIZAWA 
WAS 
HERE. 


YIKES 


THE 

BATH¬ 

ROOM. 
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riV 
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DID SHE 
COME TO 
VISIT YOU? 
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cyyyyy. 
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RIGHT. 


9 



SERVING 


WEEKEND, 


SO WRITE 
UP A LIST OF 
INGREDIENTS 
TO ORDER. 
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WE'LL 


BUSIER 
ONCE 
THE FALL 
SERVICE 
STARTS. 


YOU WON'T 
EVEN HAVE 
TIME TO 
THINK ABOUT 
DUMB STUFF. 


I DIDN'T 
MEAN IT 
LI KE THAT 


HEY, 

TACHI 


ARE you 

GONNA BE 
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SASV* 


WHAT 

TIME? 


THAT'S 
PLENTY 
OF TIME 
THEN. 


TIME 

DO you 

PLAN ON 

GOING? 


UHH... 
AROUND 
NOON, I 


I'M SO 
TIRBD. 


WHY THE 
HELL ARE WB 
MEETING UP 
AT H A. M., 
ANYWAY? 




I WANNA 
GO HOME 
AND CRAWL 
BACK INTO 


HE TOLD ME ' 
TO COME TO 
THE STATION, 
BUT THE TRAINS 
AREN'T EVEN 
RUNNING YET. 


»♦ »sv 


>y.wrx*> 




AND I 
COULDN'T 
JUST TURN 
HIM DOWN 
WHEN HE 
SAID IT WAS 
ABOUT 
WORK. 
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SORRY 
TO DRAG 
YOU OUT 
HERE SO 








WORRY. 
IT'S HOW I 
GOT FROM 
A TO B BACK 
WHEN I USED 
TO WORK 
AROUND 


PUT THIS 
ON AND 
HOP ON 
BACK. 


HANG 

ON 

TIGHT 


: ; !«s 

4 ♦ k 4 

Maw 



teTV* 

• A A • 



ij|g 
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FM SURE 
you CAN 
GUESS. 


WHAT, you 

THINK CHEFS 
WOULD GO TO 
AN AMUSE¬ 
MENT PARK 
THIS EARLy? 


-^^v 
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•N«tf 

Wir 


you NEED 
A PASS TO 
GET INTO 
THE INNER 
MARKET 
THIS EARLY, 
RIGHT? 


TSUKIJI'S* 

PRETTY 

CRAZY, 

HUH? 




LOOK AT 
HOW MAN> 
TOURISTS 
ARE HERE 
ALREADY. 


THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF 
PLACES 
FOR PROS 
TO SHOP 
AT OUTSIDE 
THE INNER 
MARKET. 


A TON OF 
WHOLE¬ 
SALERS 
WORK WITH 




THg WROeST SgAFOOD MARKgT IN THg WORLD, LOCATgD IN TOK/0 
se:^ Jm/y/y ^ s- lAa* & 


LONG 
TIME NO 
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STARTED 
WORKING 
AT AN 
ITALIAN 
RESTAU¬ 
RANT, 
RIGHT? 


I WAS 
SURE 
YOU'D 
GO WITH 
ANOTHER 
JAPANESE 
PLACE. 


I WANTED 
TO EXPAND 
MY REPER¬ 
TOIRE. 


»:*2'>g*3*:*s*. 




I GOT 
SOME 
BEAUTIES 
IN TODAY. 


THE 

HOTSPOT 

FOR 

BREAM 

THIS 

YEAR. 


GLADLY, 

THANKS. 
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FM PLANNING 
TO ASK THE 
OWNER IF WE 
CAN USE THE 
FISH FROM 
HERE FOR THE 
FALL MENU. 


BUT THIS 
DEALER'S 
A CONNOIS¬ 
SEUR WHEN 
IT COMES 
TO SEA 



RIGHT NOW, 
THE OWNER 
SOURCES 
EVERYTHING 
HIMSELF AND 
ORDERS IN 
BULK, 


















BUT DON'T 
YOU WANNA 
SHARE THIS 
TASTE WITH 
THE CUS¬ 
TOMERS? 


IT MIGHT 
ADDA 
LITTLE 
EXTRA 
WORK, 






























































ISN'T IT 
BNOUGN 
FOR 


TRY TO 
BRING A 
SMILB TO 


...TO 

MAKE THE 
TASTIEST 
FOOD WE 


LIKE US 








I DON'T 
THINK you 


NEED TO 


WORRY 


ABOUT 


STUFF 


...LIKE DESTINY 


AND TRUE 
HAPPINESS OR 


WHATEVER. 
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...you 

MIGHT 

BE 

RIGHT. 
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YEAH,^ KATI 
HERE CAfJ 
BE pretty 


OM, 

\<30b! 

really? 




prJ PEOPLE 
IfJCLuSffJ', 
HI/V15ELP. 
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' I LIKE ' 
HOW IT 
HAS A 
TOUCH OF 
SWEET- 


I DON'T 
THINK I'VE 
HAD AN 
OMELETTE 


HERE 


TSUKIJI 

BEFORE 




































































































































































































flS ^OUP 
BO'^FPIEWD, 

iT'c 


^'KWOOOW. 
I'M lUOT SUPe 
HOW I ?eei 
ABOUT ^OU 
GOIlUG WITH 







LET'S 
GO TO¬ 
GETHER 
SOME¬ 
TIME. 


I GUESS 
IT'S JUST 
ONE OF THOSE 
LOCAL PLACES 
you DON'T 
GO UNLESS 
you HAVE A 


REASON TO. 


fl 


l>OH'T 
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0OD 


SHE LOOKS SO 
ADORABLE. 





.. .you 

JUST 

WANNA 

LOOK? 


IT'S 
EEN A 
WILE, 


































































































































LONELY IF 
WE DON'T 
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HOLD UP! 
HOW LONG 

HAVE you 


mmS' 


»§ 


SORpy IT 

TOOK ME SO 
LONG TO VISIT. 

AND FOR 
INTERRUPTING 
yOUR FUN 
TIME. 


IT'S 
OK Ay. 
I'M 

SORRy 
TOO... 




HONESTLy 
I'M JUST 
GLAD IT WAS 
you AND 
NOT OUR 
PARENTS. 


TSUKIKO 

TOLD ME 
HINA'S BEEN 
LOOKING 
AFTER you, 
SO I JUST 
KINDA 

WALTZED IN. 





















































































































ACTUALLY 
MADE A 



VATION AT 
MY/VVAIN 
RESTAU¬ 
RANT. 




OH./ 


r. 


YEAH, 

I SAT 
DOWN 
WITH HER 


BACK IN 


HAVE YOU... 
MET WITH 
HINA-NEE 
YET? 


HINA-NEE'S 
AT HOME 
RIGHT NOW. 
RUI'S TAK¬ 
ING OVER 
FOR HER 
TONIGHT. 







-> ,. 










AND...NOW I 
CAN KIND OF 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU 
CAVED IN 
BACKTHEN. 


\ ♦ 




I REALIZED 
YOU WERE 
PROBABLY 
TORN 

BETWEEN ALL 
SORTS OF 
THINGS. 


BUT 

THINKING 
ABOUT 
IT AS AN 
ADULT, 
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HONEST. 
BACK WHEN 
I WAS IN 
SCHOOL. 



> 




I HATED YOUR 
GUTS FOR 
RUNNING OUT ON 
US FOR ANOTHER 
WOMAN. 


IT WAS 
AWKWARD 
AT FIRST, 
BUT THEN 
SHE 
SAID... 
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HOH 

?/ 


OW... really 

I SEC. ?| 


CR... 


K- 


V • 


TRY TO 
SYMPATHIZE 
AND HAVE 
THE RUG 
PULLED 
OUT FROM 
UNDER YOU, 
HUH? BEEN 
THERE. 


ii 
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/ 




V. X 
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SHE 

LOOKED 
LIKE SHE 
WASN'T 



HOWTO 

REACT. 































































Mm 






*4 W 


>«• ^«x«> 




I mi^ 
r|ptim 
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...I DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
I CAN EVER 

REPAy you, 

NATSUO- 

KUN. 




WHERE 

WERE you 

AT THE 
TIME? 


WHEN I FIRST 
HEARD THE 
NEWS, I WAS SO 
FLABBERGASTED 
THAT IT TOOK 
A SEC FOR My 
BRAIN TO 
CATCH UP. . 


A HOTEL 
IN NEW 
YORK. 


mrnmmm 









































































































































































HM? OH, 
yEAH... 
THERE WAS 
A TON OF 
STUFF I HAD 
TO GET 
HAMMERED 
OUT. 


you 

WERE 

AWAy 

FORA 

WHILE 

THIS 

TIME, 

HUH? 
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Birthday: September 5th 

Blood Type: A 
Height: 155cm 

Hobbies: Reading, watching documentaries 
Strengths: Cooking, skiing, ice skating, 
kendama 

Weaknesses: Thunder and Lightning, 
anything horror-related, prank TV shows, 
slugs 


Favorite Foods: 

Pasta, omurice, Matsuo’s yaki udon, tiramisu 

Favorite Fusic: 

Miyuki Nakajima, Tatsuro Yamashita. 
Masashi Sada, Flower Companyz, 

Nagisa Kuroki 

Favorite Books: 

The works of Miyuki Miyabe, Natsuhiko 
Kyogoku, Kanae Minato, Keigo Higashino, 
and Otaro Maijo 


Kei Sasuga's Comments 


Rui is the character that has grown, or at least changed, the most since the 
beginning of the story. Though she struggled to fit in anywhere before 
meeting Natsuo, while with him she has learned to better express her emotions, 
and become more sympathetic towards others. She’s the type of person who's 
usually so hard to read that when she does laugh out loud, it really makes 
you feel good. 


Rui Tachibana 
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YOU'RE 

OPENING 

ANOTHER 

BRANCH 
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APPARENTLY, 
ONE OF THE 


nsfy.v: 


mm 
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HOTEL'S 
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RESTAURANT 

CONSULTANTS 


I ASKED 
MYSELF 





l.'.-A-.V. •.*.• 


it:*;:;:;; 


v.-r.*.*.* •.*.•••»• .*.*j.*.*.*j'.*.' 




j; 


WHAT..,F 








THE 






HAS BEEN 


SAME 


THAT 


THB 


COMING IN 


THING/ 


supej? 
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REGULARLY 


SINCE 


6 > 


WTZ^ 


TOK^O?! 


SUMMER. 




HOTCL? 




I GUESS HE 


HEARD OUR 


VICHYSSOISE 


"WHAT DO 




WH^ 


,.-^y 


USP/ 


%%%% 




:t. .«:%!• 


AND SUMMER 


THEY WANT 


•v.v 


PASTA WERE 
GOOD AND 


WITH A TINY 




.-W 






♦V*V 






.t. 

*»*•*»*» 












DECIDED TO 
CHECK US 


\ 


JOINT LIKE 




/.V,* 






'MO'. .'M* 

'.V/ 




OURS?./" 


> » 


• . A** 








00-.. X'X** 




OUT... 





0-* MOiX 
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'••'It:'. .oJ:*: 


vIOv 
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.•viy* 


.t. 

%•< > ♦! 




yO'X 'OOfX. 


MOO', .O':*: 


!>:<•• xo'M 


.ooo 


y.’* ••s* 




y.-yy 



so, 

WHY THE 
OVERSEAS 
TRAINING 

•p 


I DIDN'T 
EXPECT IT 


HBH 

HEH. 




THAT'S 




TO PAY OFF 


LIKE THIS, 
THOUGH. 



GREAT/ 


SOUNDS 


LIKE BEING 
PARTICULAR 


ABOUT 

FLAVOR 


PAID OFF. 


’-A 

y. 





BUSINESS 



TRIP WAS 







IN 

NEW 

YORK 

■p 


ALL TO 




PREPARE 

FOR THAT 


TRANSI- 





FR 

Wh 




THE CON- 






M'. 


SULTANT 


TOLD ME, 


THE IDEA 


WOULD BE 


TO SHOOT 


FOR A MORE 


HIGH-GRADE, 

SOPHISTICATED 


RESTAURANT 
THAN THE 


CASUAL 


OPERATION WE 


RUN NOW. 




CLASSY 


HOTELS WANT 


THEIR ON-SITE 


RESTAURANT'S 






SERVICE TO 




HAVE A CERTAIN 




LEVEL OF 




!♦ * * • 4 




REFINEMENT. 




mmmmm 
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r PLAN 
TO SEND 


's-;sv 


THE CHEF 


>i 


A HANDFUL 


,9 V ' y^C'':'. J 

r.A.A—'i 


PEOPLE 




I TRAINED 


♦ ♦ < » 




'A 


IF WE'RE 


FROM BOTH 


UNDER IN 


[» 


AIMING 
TO RUN A 


BRANCHES 


ITALY YEARS 


>: ■. 4 '' 




THERE 


AGO IS THE 




mm 


FIRST-CLASS 


TO WORK 


MASTER 








i sv 
<*> 


RESTAURANT, 
I WANT THEM 


UNDER HIM. 


CHEF AT A 


• •! *V 




HOTEL IN 


TO LEARN 


ir\ 


NEW YORK 


FROM THE 


Hi 


'dfl\ 


NOW. 


4 * 4 4 

4*^4 
> • // 


\ A ♦ 


:«<u 

k 




: *1 


*>^4_kV. <. 


W 


LIKE 
TWO 
WEEKS 
OR SO? 


Ifil 


HOW 

LONG 

WILL 

I BE 

GONE 

•y 


I 






p 

A 

S 

T 

A 

:?/ 


WHEN YOU 


GET BACK, 
I PLAN TO 



PUT YOU IN 


CHARGE OF 


PASTA, RUI 




THEY'LL 


BE THE 


CREW 


RESPON¬ 


SIBLE 
FOR THE 


HOTEL 


BRANCH. 









' I MEAN, 
NATSUO- 
KUN'S STILL 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL 


YEAH... 
THAT'S WHY 
I WASN'T 
SURE IF I 
SHOULD 
BRING IT 
UP NOW. 


huh' 

■y 


AND ALL... 






► V ♦ V ♦ * A • ♦ V AS ^ A V 


4 « « ^ « 4 * • 





IT'LL BE 




iXH. - 


i 


YOU'LL 


BE IN THE 


KITCHEN, 

LEARNING 



ON THE 


JOB. 




IT WON'T 






FOR AT 


LEAST A 


— 


YEAR. 




m 


BE ANY- 




THING LIKE 


THE CRASH 






: -Sf 


•••iV'iV* •*.*•. V..V.V*'.*.' 


COURSE 


YOU TOOK 


IN WINTER. 


<••*<%V4^ 
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...HAVE 
SOME TIME 
TO THINK 
IT OVER? 


HE/. TOOK 

you LONG 
ENOUGH. 


rWAS 

GETTING 

ANTSy. 


WHAT? 




OH, UM... 

I WAS 

TALKING TO 
DAD ABOUT 
WORK. 
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I .•.*.v.******v 

:':-x-;':-;'X' 

rJ<:$::ft% 

\mm 


L«?X!X! 




NOTHING, 
I JUST... 


THOUGHT 
I'D ASK 


...WANNA 
BE WITH ME 
FOREVER, 
NATSUO? 



















































































NO, 

REALLY. 

WHAT'S 

UP? 


SOME¬ 
THING 
ON YOUR 
MIND? 





NO. 


IT'S 

NOTHING. 




































































































































fiOA^ 




mtm 


TACHI 

BANA 




IS THIS 


YEAH. I GUESS 
HE ALSO 
APPROACHED 
TOCHIDA-SAN, 
THE PRIMO 
PIATTO CHEF, 
AND AWAKURA- 
SAN, INCHARGE 


GONNA 
BE OKAy 
IF THAT 


HE SAID 
HE'LL HIRE 
REPLACE¬ 
MENTS. 


V!.!V.?.V.SV 


KAJITA 


you GIVEN 

HIM AN 
ANSWER 
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1 

« P 
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DON'T TELL 
ME yOU'RE 
ACTUALLY 
SATISFIED 
WITH MAKING 
SALAD AND 
APPETIZERS 
FOR THE 
REST OF 
yOUR LIFE. 


UNDER- 



O/l' 







STAND, 

DON'T 


you? 



THIS IS 


A HUGE 


OPPOR¬ 


TUNITY. 



I HEAR 


THE PAY'S 


BETTER 


OVER THERE, 


imm 


(mm 






EVEN FOR 






NEWBIES. 








I WANNA 






BUT 




MOST 



MAKE AS 
MUCH AS I 


mm 






!N!W« 


imm 




CAN TO PUT 


MY BROTHER 






AND SISTER 




^ X . > 






I DUNNO 
WHAT'S 


IMPOR- 


THROUGH 


TANTLY, 


SCHOOL. 


•*• 


HOLDING 

YOU 


BUT I KNOW 
YOU'RE 


BACK, 


PASSIONATE 


ABOUT YOUR 


JOB AND 


COOKING. 



I'LL GET 


TO BETTER 


MYSELF AS 


A CHEF. 




n: 




mmmm 


i22isaifi5?5* 
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V* 4.4.4.4 ♦ 


My STEP- 


TOLD ME 
ALL ABOUT 
you TWO. 


.4 4 ♦ ♦•4* 

4 ♦♦ 




fi . 




1 V/| V 4 %" 4 " 


SUSUKINO- 
SAN AND 
URUSHIBARA- 
SAN HELPED 

ME OUT A 
TON DURING 
THAT WHOLE 
MESS. 








y( 

0 / 


a 


iillMlsmi/- 



., Ilf jfii 
hUI^w'^ 

>9 







GLAD 

TO 

HEAR 

IT./ 


THE 

DOCTOR SAID 
My WOUND'S 
HEALING FINE, 
SO I SHOULD 
GET OUT OF 
HERE ON 
SCHEDULE. 



4 4 %% 4\ 4 

• 4 4«4«44«4« 

♦ ' 4\\'4^ ' 




— JUMPING IN 

^ FRONT OF 
...ISN'T A KNIFE TO 


4* • I I 


SOME¬ 

THING 

JUST 

ANVONE 

COULD 

DO. 


PROTECT 

SOMEONE., 




M*'- 

l ► 4'W 





♦444444444 i 


4441 4 ^ 444 
4*44 4 ^ 4 4 ♦ 


I PLAN 
TO ONCE 

HP'^ 

RELEASED 
FROM THE 
HOSPITAL. 








WILL ' 

you BE 

COMING 
BACK TO 
WORK 
SOON, 
TACHI- 
BANA- 
. SAN? > 



ilUty-y.' • 



NO mmcfi 


UKB THB 

onty ^ruy in 

WORLI> WHO 

HAS THAT 

KfHOA C,^TS! 
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// 



ER... ms 
COOL, you 
DON'T HAVE 
TO DO THAT. 



OH, 




eBTTiNe 


MEANS I CAN 



ANymx 



% vs 


I \\ 



EVBN 
^FTBR 
liGO 





L. 


I ik 


so 




DON'm 

youm 

WORl^ 







ABOUTA 

THING.: 


it 








I 










•> • < 


so 




you NEED 
TO TAKE IT 
EASy FOR 
A WHILE 

AFTER you 
GET OUT. 


you 

HEARD 

THE 

DOCTOR. 


f SHE 
MIGHT BUy 

you WHAT¬ 
EVER you 
WANT IF you 

PLAy youR 

CARDS 
. RIGHT./ / 


SHE'S RIGHT, 
you SHOULD 
LET yOUR BIG 
SISTER SPOIL 
you WHILE 

you HAVE THE 

CHANCE. 
















NOW FM 
REALLY 

WORRIED! 


' ...AMD ' 
HELP 
lUUCSC 
VOU BACK 
TO HEALTH 
WITH A 
BALAMCED 
^ DIET/ , 


...I'M GOMIUA 
START TAK- 
lUG C00KIM6 
LESSOMS... 
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)A 


111'.' 


^7 






















































































































SIGN; MCIJI Um^RSiry 



HEX 
CHECK 
OUT THE 
CUTIE 
BY THE 
WINDOW. 


I WONDER 
WHAT HER 
MAJOR IS. 


GO TALK 
TO HER, 


WHAT? 

you eo/ 




























































































































































IT'S 


BASICAL¬ 
LY JUST 


IMPROV. 



PROBLEM 


BEING 

THOUGHTFUL 


AND WUTY 
WHEN I'M 


ACTING, 


AND 






..JM 

mm 

iiiilii 
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^ ! / 
/' / 7 / 

f! /I Hi 
' /mi'i 

/lihM 
/ m H: 

' /// Uk 

// Hi 
'/ 

/ 




te 


...myooi 


ALWAYS FALL 


APART IN 


FRONT OF 


FUJIhKUN,,, 


A 






ijtysr 


^v^/v^ ro 


LOOK 


GOOD FOR 


HIM... 

























































































































































HEY, 
NETTY. 
MOW'D 
IT GO 
WITH 
THAT 
GUY? 


\ 


RUDE TO 
HARBOR 


I 


RJJII-KUN 
ALREADY 
HAS A GIRL 
FRIEND. 


KINDS OF 
FEELINGS 
FOR HIM. 








SLOW 

DOWN, 

GIRL! 






WHAT AM 
I DAY- 


rfJ 



A 

A 

A 


DREAMING A 

ABOUT?! H 
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SOD, 
WHAT A 


BITCH. 


I HAVE 
ywy EVE ON 
HATANAKA- 
KUN NOW. 








j 


you 


MEAN 



OKAZAKI 

KUN? 


WE HAD 
SEX A FEW 


KINDA HAD 


My FILL, SO 
I DELETED 




HIM FROM 





r 0 \* 

W.V,N',%*.«.V,V 

8Sm • 


V<* 

ft^y! 


IT'S TOTALLY 


NATURAL TO 


HAVE A CHANGE 


OF HEART WHEN 


SOMEONE 


BETTER COMES 


NOTHING 


WRONG 


ALONG. 


WITH IT. 








THROW s 
ENOUGH MUD 
AT THE WALL 
AND SOME 
OF IT WILL 


// 


VI 


I 




wi 


m 


m 





THE FACT THAT 


you CAN sAy 


I THINK 
you THROW 
A LITTLE 
TOO MUCH. 


THAT AND ALWAyS 
CATCH yOUR PREy 


IS WHAT'S REALLy 
IMPRESSIVE. 


WELL, IT'S 


FOR you. 


sLurry 


NENE, 

NETTY 


RUDE... 
BUT AT 


LEAST IT 


SOUNDS 


CUTE. 


•ASSSS! 


IT'S 
OK Ay 

THEN. 


IT'S NOT 


LIKE THEY 


MARRIED 


OR ANY¬ 


THING. 


IS 

THAT 


NICK¬ 


NAME 


SERI¬ 

OUSLY 


STICK¬ 

ING? 






r/ 


^4^ 


s 






so 


WHAT? 


I 
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mWm^m 


04 * 9 * * * * * *9*9*99^999*99^*99*99^*99*99^* 


you 

REALiy 
DON'T 
GET IT, 

DO you? 


■mmm^mi. 
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ENOUett 

OF mb:^ 











-^ 

1 

A 

g 

A 





































































































































































:*:«»x>x<*:>:<'»: 


|;*:;«:!^:^:«xJx^'>x!x«xJx«:y:j^X' 






v**A*i* • • • • ^ ^ • 

oT'X'X'X'X'ft'X'iviv:^:*::* 




• ***********«*«***^*4*** C*% 

QODk r***^^^^^^^** * 4 aS ^ |% 


*mSsk:«:-:-x*:x':-X'X<*x-:<*::':<*:'>:‘>:'>:':- 

^?TOs»k‘x»;«M-M«>;«!-x-:«x«»;<«x«;<>x 










CHAPTER 193: LOVE LESSON 


IT MIGHT 
JUST BE 
QUICKER 

FOR you 

TO LEARN 


I CAN 
TEACH you 
HOWTO 
SEDUCE 

Guys, 




ClALUy 

SINCE 
yOU'RE 
SUCH A 
PRUDE. 











































































































































' r ' 


O / V I . c \ 1 ;- 

^~/ LIKE Y 
'/ I SAID, Y 
IT DIDN'T ; 
',A WORK. / 


BUUUT, 

I MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO 
MAKE HIM 
CRACK 
IF I TOOK 


MY TIME. 


you 

TRIEJ> TO 
DEDUCE 


\ 1 ' 



FUJIl-KUN, 
HUH? I TRIED 
WORKING MY 

MAGIC ON 
HIM, BUT HIS 
GUARD'S 
ACTUALLY 
PRETTY 
> TIGHT. ^ 




OH, WAS 
THAT 









































































































































































































IT'S ALL 
ABOUT 
FLAUNTING 

youR 

CROTCH 
AT THE 
RIGHT 
TIME. 
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IT'S NOT LIKE 
Guys WERE 

ALWAyS 
CRAZy ABOUT 
ME, y'KNOW. 


ME 

FOR 

EXAM 

PLE. 





m}. 


». .• VA 


V.* 


NENE/ 


DAI-CHAN 
FROM 
ACROSS 
THE STREET 
BROUGHT 
US ANOTHER 
WATER¬ 
MELON. 






















































































































































































































































































































THANKS 
FOR THE 
MELON 



/ 







TELL THAT 



TO My 


GRANDMA. 


yEAH 

V J 


IT WAS 



REALLy 


SWEET 











•^'5' 


My FAMILy 





^1 


M I 




< 4 


WATERMELON. 
WE ATE LIKE 




HALF OF IT IN 


ONE SITTING. 




NO mv! 


wm 





:+>rK 


HOW DO 
THEy 


DAISUKE 




iswia 


KNOW 

EACH 


HAS A 
CRUSH 


OTHER? 


ON A 
THIRD- 


yEAR. 












- vj THEy WERE 

r.mAor^ ON THE 

SPORTS 
IT FROM cccTrvMi 




u.o^^r festival 

Sn yon CO^^'TTEE 

TOGETHER. 

CAN BET 


HOW FAR'D 
you GET 
THROUGH 
DRAGON 
CHRONICLE? 


MORN 

IN'/ 












IT'S 

LEGIT. 




■'-a 




• > 







I PASSED 

OUT RIGHT 
AFTER DINNER 


m 









y • 
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LAST NIGHT. 
I HAVEN'T 








TOUCHED 


•Y] 




• V/ 







4 



























































































































. 

i 


m 






% 


BUT I 


MM-HM. 


HE'S THE 


BET SHE 
ALREADY 


CAPTAIN 


OF THE 


HAS A 
BOY- 


TEAM. 


FRIEND, 

HUH? 


NU 

WONDER 
HE LIKES 
HER. 
TYPICAL. 


WHAAAT? 


GOT ANY 


SHE'S 


SUPER 

CUTE./ 


PICS OF 
HER? 
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P. 
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V. 5< 


I KNOW, 
RIGHT? 




L\ 


k > 






^ A 


>V' 




> ♦> 




IL XJ 


A . 


4f . 








ARE SO 




SHALLOW 



WELL, 


HUH 

5 V 


L 




DON'T 



YOU 



ONE? 


/ v> 




THB HELL 


ARE you 


TALKING 


ABOUT? 


ARE you 


STUPID? 









iV V 





Ij no, SE¬ 
RIOUSLY 
WHERE 

ARE you 

GETTING 
ALL THIS 
1 FROM?/,, 



BUT YOUR 
CRUSH 
ALREADY 
HAS A 
BOYFRIEND, 
RIGHT? , 


WHO TOLD 
YOU THAT? 
SIDES, IT'S 
NOT LIKE r 
WANNA GO 
OUT WITH 


ANYONE 


i 





i 1 









STILL 


I'LL 
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X 


' s 



; ••5Xv> 


\ 


\ 



'r N 


««*s 






s 








ViS 




■ . 


'•X . .V 









































































































WE'VE KNOWN 
EACH OTHER 
SINCE WE WERE 
LITTLE KIDS. 
THERE'S NO 
WAY I COULD 

SEE you AS 

GIRLFRIEND 

MATERIAL. 


YOU'RE 
NOT MY TYPE 


AND IT'S 
NOT THAT 
FUN HANG 
ING OUT 
WITH YOU, 
EITHER. 

















IT'D BE ONE 
THING IF THIS 
WAS A yV\ANGA 
AND YOU WERE 
MY SUPER CUTE 
CHILDHOOD 
FRIEND OR 
SOMETHING... 


NEVER 

GONNA 

HAPPEN 


HM? 

WHERE'S 

NENE? 


ABOUT 

YOU, 

DAISUKE 




























































































































r LIKE 
MEI 
MORI. 


yiKES. 

WE'VE 
GOT A 
FREAK 
OVER 
HERE./ 



AHH. 

GOTCHA. 





I 

iii 



r SEE 
YOU'RE A 
MAN OF 
CULTURE 
AS WELL. 
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A PORN 


IS NENE 
HITTING 
THE BOOKS 
ALREADY? 


MM-HM. 
SHE'S BEEN 
ODDLY 
FOCUSED 
ON HER 
STUDIES 
LATELY. 


' SHE ' 
SAID SHE 
WANTED TO 
6ET HER 
HOMEWORK 
DONE 
EARLY. , 





































































































































































































































































I TRIED 
CALLING you 
FROM THE 
FRONT DOOR, 

BUT you 

WOULDN'T 
V ANSWER. / 


WHO ' 

SAID you 

COULD 
COME 
INTO MY 
ROOM? . 


you 

SCARED 
THE CRAP 
OUTTA 
ME. 


LU--J / WHAT 

^ N DO 

you you 

COULD'VE WANT 
JUST ? 

TEXTED ME, 
y'KNOW. / 


REMEMBER 
WHEN you SAID 
you COULDN'T 
SEE ME AS 
GIRLFRIEND 
MATERIAL? 
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WHAT 


































































































iilfe 




EXACTLY 
AS I 

PLANNED. 


THOUGH 
HE SAID 
HE WASN'T 
INTERESTED 
IN ME IN THE 
SLIGHTEST, 
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THE 

TRICK TO 


THAT'S 
WHEN IT 
HIT ME. 


SOME¬ 

ONE'S 

HEART.. 


' LETTING 

WONDER- YOUR- 
ING WHY SELF GET 
YOU'RE EMBAR¬ 
GOING RASSED, 

SO FAR, i i 


you CAN'T 

LET yOUR 


THE WAy 


OR WHAT 
YOU'LL 
DO IF YOU 
CREEP HIM 
OUT WON'T 
GET YOU 
ANYWHERE. 


YOU JUST 
HAVE TO 
IGNORE THAT 
LITTLE VOICE 
INSIDE YOUR 
HEAD... 
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,.. WHEN 
THEY WANT 
IT THE 
MOST 


...IS TO 
GIVE 
THEM 
WHAT 
THEY 
WANT ... 


A ^ !vJ *!% 


. 
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TALKING 
TO HIM 


WHEN HE 


CHEERING 
UP HIM 





"^“'Sr.sV^ 




.AND 


FOCUS ON 


LOOKS 


WHEN HE'S 


BORED 


DOWN, 


you 


HAVE TO 
TELL HIM 


" S < ♦ 


-•35 > •"-. -';•?■;? 


WHAT HE 










THE GUV'S 


FEELINGS. 






you 

CAN'T JUST 




Ji .'''? 


:-i 5 ® 


SPREAD 
yOUR LEGS 
AND HOPE 




*' • = 




WANTS TO 




HEAR AT 






FOR THE 




THE RIGHT 






.V , t Vv»' 





I 


i \ 


*- r X ^' 

m/i 


MOST PEOPLE 


PREFER BEING 


ALSO, TRy 
TO ACT 


AROUND A 


CHEERFUL 


SMILING UGGO 
THAN A BITCH- 


AS MUCH AS 


POSSIBLE. 


FACED HOTTIE. 


• .:«:%l<: 5 S:«:*<:«:>¥x>«::;::« 
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•VV* ♦-> ♦-> 








•.!r5*A!AvKv,%y, 




* 4^^ 4^^ 


BUT I 


WAMT ^^^ 


IICIUOW 


FIPSTTIMB tmtHB 


TO BE WITH 


SOMEOUe 


OUE WHO 




ILOVB 


ASKBD, 








Xs.... 


y.-rr. • 


r 



WITH THAT 




IN MIND, 

WHy DON'T 


you GO TRy 


9f 


I'M NOT 






SAVING you 


HAVE TO 
SCREW THE 


FIRST GUy 
you SEE. 






HITTING ON 

SOMEONE? 
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u^$';lk*5<:*?>>:-:': 

KS^;«&i:SS:i: 




«‘y.-y.« 


...LEADING 

SOMEONE 
ON WHEN FM 
NOT EVEN 
INTERESTED 
IN THEM. 


WRONG 


SCREWED 
MySELF 
OVER THE 
^ FIRST FEW 

ESPECIALLY 
WITH GUYS feiiCJ 
WHO ARE lililK 
TAKEN. 

YOU'D JUST ^M ila 
BE FORCING 
YOUR r : 
FEELINGS I'MVV 
ON THEM. / 


THEN I 


YOU'LL 
JUST HAVE 
TO TRY ON 
FUJIl-KUN. 


THE 

TRICK IS 
TO MAKE 
THEM 
THINK 
YOU'RE 

inter¬ 


butterfly 

THAT GETS 


ONLY TO FLY 
JUST OUT 
OF REACH. 


...WITHOUT 
BEING TOO 
OBVIOUS 
ABOUT IT. 


mm 
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•ssssw^y 
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'Sw 


•!<w 
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IF you 


CAN 



\ 


PULL 


THAT 


OFF, 


GUYS WILL 


THINK ABOUT 


you WAY 


MORE THAN 



\ 


THEIR GIRL¬ 


FRIENDS. 
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•^ 55 : 
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•# ♦ # 
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.<>A 


SO MAKE 

SURE you 

ALWAVS 
WEAR SEXy 
UNDIES AND 
KEEP yOUR 
HEDGES 
TRIMMED. , 


#- • ■%=• * 


\ ♦ 4 


■W' * 


\'' '■is^ * 


# 


you NEVER 
KNOW WHEN 
THE MOOD 
WILL HIT, 


HERE, I 
RECOM¬ 
MEND 
THIS 

LINGERIE 

SHOP. 
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.V.y.V-W' 




mm 


TAKE CARE, 
AND TRY TO 
AVOID THINGS 
THAT MIGHT 
AGGRAVATE 
THE WOUND 
FOR A WHILE. 


WE CAN 
ALWAYS 
COME 
BACK IF 
WE NEED 
TO. 


FUJII 

SAN. 


ALREADY 
PACKED 
AND READY 
TOGO, 


THANKS 
AGAIN. 


THANK 
YOU FOR 




THING 


* * * * 
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WHAT 

FANCY 


TOFU! 




NO 

SWEAT. 
THAT'S 
TOTALLY 
FINE BY 
ME. 


ALL I DID 
WAS PLATE 
IT UP, 

THOUGH... 


NOTH¬ 

ING. 

NEVER 

MIND. 


*N?Xv:v 


.::•••:•'«:>> •TjiXs'r 


I'LL HEAD 
BACK TO THE 
APARTMENT 
TOMORROW. 




YOU'LL BE 
COMMUTING 
TO SCHOOL 
FROM HERE 
FOR NOW, 
RIGHT? 


WANT US 
TO GRAB 
YOU SOME 
CLOTHES 
FROM YOUR 
APART- 
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:lii^ 


itf.K 


%U 
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iL^is 
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^ ...BUT N 
IT'D BE 
KINDA 
ROUGH 
GOING TO 
SCHOOL 
FROM 
. HERE. > 


I DON'T 
WANNA GET 
STUCK ON A 
PACKED TRAIN 
AND EAT AN 
ELBOW TO 
THE GUT. 





(H Si 


1 




'mm 




•»>> 








5 - :v" 


M ^ » « « ♦ • « 






4 ♦ e ♦ * A * « ^ 




I MEAN, IT'S 
REASSUR¬ 
ING HAVING 
EVERYONE 
AROUND... 


SO SOON? 
MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD 
STAY HERE 
FORA 

WHILE... 




2 fir .<1 _ 
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4 -#: 4 ^-l->i- 

4 • 4 • 4 4 *4 

• 9 • *4 • 


WHAT? 

TO/MOR- 

ROIV?/ 



R£A/ W£A/. .. 
I HAD A 

FEELING 

YOU'D 
SAY THAT, 
NATSUO- 





^ou A uew 

WASHIIUG 
MACHIIUe/ 
IT'S AU 


WH^ I weMT 
AHeAD AUD 

WAsneo 


'^OUD DIPT'^ 
LAUUDI?^/ 
































































































































THB MAP 

SAYS rr 

SHOULD BB 
AROUND 
HBRB... 


BUT WHAT 
KIND OF 
LINGBRIB 


HERE 
IT IS/ I 
ALMOST 
MISSED 
IT. 


PINK 


IN A BACK 


PINK 
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you NEVER 
KNOW. SOME¬ 
TIMES IT'S 
THE PRIM AND 
PROPER 6IRLS 
WHO ARE 
THE BIGGEST 
FREAKS. 


WE DON'T 

SEE youR 
TyPE 

AROUND 
HERE TOO 
OFTEN. 




D-DO 

you TWO 

COME 

HERE 

OFTEN? 


FIRST 

TIME IN 
A SEX 
SHOP? 


LIKE 

TODAy/ 


I ASKED 
MY CLASS¬ 
MATE FOR 
TIPS ON HOW 
TO FLIRT 
WITH THE 
BOY I LIKE. 


mM 


WE'RE 
SHOPPING 
FOR STAGE 
OUTFITS.' 


TUMES 


POINTED 

ME 

TOWARD 





































































































































































































LET'S 

FIND you 

SOMETHING 
THAT'LL 
MELT HIS 



DON'T you 

WORRy, HON. 

WE'LL HELP 
you PICK 
OUT THE 
PERFECT 
PAIR OF 



BRAIN./ 



IJUST 
GRAB ‘EM 
BY THE 
JUNK AND 
WAIT FOR A 
YES OR NO. 




DID '^OU 
HCflP THAT? 
"HOW TO 
Fim WITH 
CRUSH." 



DONE! 




^ FOP 

IT'SFPILW 


AOD DmT'J. 

pemcT FOP 


HOW 

ABOUT 


A LITTLe LAD'J 


LiKe you/ 


you 

THINK 





OH./ 

HERE'S 

AN 

OPTION 




V.vv?!.. 




SHEESH. 

TALK 

ABOUT 

WISHy- 

WASHy. 


'J 


;# 




m'ri> ' 

LOOK UKB 

A TOTAL 

WBfRl>0 IF 

I S.TRiPPBt> 
DOWH 
TO THATl j 



'.•.•.t-v.:.;.;. 






. 




THAT'S 
THE BEST 
PART./ 


THERE 

AREN'T 

MANy Guys 

OUT THERE 
WHO COULD 
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AND you 


SEE THEM 


ALL THE TIME 


IN PORN, 
SO I DON'T 


THINK HE'D 


BE TOO 


SURPRISED. 




L\m 
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5^ 

♦V 
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V. 
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V 

y 


WHAT A 
PICKY 


PATTY 



I JUST WANT 


SOMETHING 


THAT LOOKS 




LIKE CUTE, 
NOR/m. 


LINGERIE... 
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•> •' ; 


DON'T 




you THINK 




•flssvS' 


OH... 


yyy " \ y 






IT'S A 


LITTLE 

PLAIN? 


THIS 

MIGHT 

WORK. 


THEN 


vxVNN'^ 


HOW 




ABOUT 






, wii., 


:«ipri£ 


THIS? 




^ w % 


imi 




r 4 




US 


HEY, 


GET 


ANYTHING 


NEW IN? 



W 


WHY 



THEN AGAIN, 
IT MIGHT 
JUST LOOK 
BETTER 
COMPARED 
TO EVERY¬ 
THING ELSE 
I'VE SEEN 


SO FAR ... 


> \t 






.v,:r. •. 


1 


.) * iuu:v **1*' 




vrrt 




ISk 


DON'T 
YOU TRY 


... 

>J>j |. >; . 

z&sikksisiS^u^.. 
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^.li.lk.ili.tk^* 


'n:S:? i:nr 




A 




THEM 
ON? 
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THEY DO 


FEEL NICE 


you CAN 


THEY'RE 


WOW. 


QUALITY. 


M ♦ 




Do you 
HAVE 

THE^'A ifJ 

other 

COLORS? 





J'li 



SURE. OH, 
BUT I'M A 


MASOCHIST 


PER¬ 

FECT. 


OKA 




IS THAT 






THEV'RE 
MADE WITH 


SILK, SO 
THEY'RE 
SENILE ON 




THE SKIN. 
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NO, NO, NO! 
I PROMISED 
MYSBLF 
I'D TRY 
MY BEST! 


SHIAAA/ 


KASAI/ 
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THE HERO 
RETURNS/ 


BREAK 


YOU'RE 
CLEAR 
TO COME 
BACK TO 
SCHOOL? 


LONG 

TIME 

NO 




YEAH, AS 
LONG AS 
I DON'T 
EXERT 
MYSELF. 






.V<%*5** ♦S!>*5 


MEANS NO 
CALIS¬ 
THENICS 
FORA 

WHILE. 


SORRY I 
HAVEN'T 
BEEN MUCH 
HELP WITH 
THE SCRIPT, 
HANA- 
SEMPAI. 


UM.. 

FUJII 

KUN. 


CONGRATS 
ON GET¬ 
TING OUT 
OF THE 
HOSPITAL. 
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HUH 


OH, 
REALLY? 




< 1 . 


THAT 

JELLY YOU 
BROUGHT 
ME WAS 
REALLY 


I'M GLAD 
YOU 
LIKED 


IT WAS A 


GODSEND 
WHEN THEY 



GOOD. 


HAD ME ON 


LIQUIDS. 







HF you 


I 


WANT, 
I CAN 


KNOW 

BOMB 


MAKE 


SOMB- 


GOOD, 

LIGHT 


THING 


FOR 


RBCh 


you! 


\%\^ a I 







FREE TO 


DUMP ANY 


LEFT¬ 


OVERS 


ON ME. 








l-IT'S NO 
TROUBLE, 
REALLY. 




t 4» ^ 4 »4 » 

■'■.-Wn 
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YOU SEE, 
UM...rVE 
BEEN SUPER 
INTO COOK¬ 
ING LATELY, 
BUT I KEEP 
MAKING MY 

MOM MAD 
BECAUSE I 
ALWAYS END 
UP A\AKING 
TOO MUCH. 






ACTUALLY 


. 

V 

> 

.»t 


N 

/f 

»4» » » »4» 

*• • 


•••• • • 


APPRECIATE 


IT IF YOU 


COULD TAKE 


t 


SOME OFF 




MY HANDS... 
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2 

nuQUi 


oD^ncniiD i 
imririrnilD I 


KcnnuraniiD 
cmi 1011(10 


NOW 
TO JUST 
FLASH 
HIM THE 


SMILE! LOTION, 

A CHECK. 


HAVEN'T 
SEEN HER 
AROUND 
HERE 




V V ♦ V* XSV V CV ♦ viv* v%S% ^ Jv* •V X vV ♦ 


THE 

NEXT 

DAY 

OFF 


«■ 


wx*; 

<’:-w 



























































































































































































•sss 




•Jl*^s< 


vSv'^s: 









•W 

WK% 

.v*v* 



r:s 






















































































































*; V •. 


HUH? 









V A'' 




I I II l i I I i ll I I 


iilii 





ISHB 


OUT?! 






YOU'RE \ 
KIDDING... 


I FIGURED 
HE'D BE AT 


HOME, SINCE 
HE JUST GOT 


OUT OF THE 


HOSPITAL. 





SHIRT: ONE GOOD DUO A DAY 


—, . .■ 

' k « ^ «« ■ gAtBi 
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THAT'S 



RIGHT. 


$ - -* 4 4S'*H' 




S ®3 



HE/, 
AREN'T 
you FROM 
FORESTER 

•p 




4 ^ 4 * •*»% *4 
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V.V< 4 » 




V. * 


4 4 4 I \ 

•>. '.'tA 

' 'WJ 


THOUGHT SOI 








I CAUGHT THE 
FRESHMEN 




PRODUCTION A 
WHILE BACK./ 
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SHOULD 


INSIDE 

THEN. 



IT MUST 
BE CHILLy 
STANDING 
OUT HERE IN 
A DRESS. 


x-zcc*-: 



m M 




THE NEXT 
SHOW'S 
DURING 

THE MEIJI 
U SCHOOL 
FESTIVAL, 

RIGHT? 




.'•Lx*. 


ARE you 


TO TALK 
TO FUJII 
ABOUT 

’•p 








r< 
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OUST TELL 
HIM THE 
GENTLEMAN 
NEXT DOOR 
LET you IN./ 










































































































































































































so, THIS 
IS WHAT A 
BACHELOR 
PAD IS 
LIKE. 


LOOK 
AT ALL 


HE MUST 
REALLY LOVE 
READING AND 
WRITING. 


NASTY. 


I'M SO 
NERVOUS, 
I FEEL LIKE 
I COULD 
BOLT OUT 
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DIDN'T 
you PUT 

IT IN youR 

BACK 

POCKET? 




you ^ 

REALLV 
SHOULDN'T 
DO THAT. 
WHAT IF IT 
FALLS OUT 
WHEN 
you SIT 
. DOWN? . 
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THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I WANNA 
TALK TO you 
ABOUT. 




SHOULD 























































































































































































ESCAPE? 



MAKEOVER 


YOU'RE 
UNDER 
ARREST FOR 
ASSAULT 
AND 

STALKING/. 
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I CHAAJGED 
UP HAIP 
ST^LE A 
LITTLE/ > 
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'A’ 




kUZ 
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heJ 


HE'S 

GONE/ 


iS'. 


...BUT I 
THINK I 
LIKED IT 
BETTER 
BEFORE. 


i 




'i 



IT'S 

NICE/ 




y.<’>»v»y. 




•y.yy.y. 


t\< 


V 


DAMN 
DON'T IT..- 
TELL 

ME HE'S i 
FLED THE ^ 
COUNTRY ^3 
ALREADY 


•*V 
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w 


o 


HE'S 

NOT 

UNDER 

THE 

BED, 

. SIR/ 
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OH,,. 
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THINKING 
THAT SHB 
DID THAT 
FOR FUJIl'S 
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REQUEST 




KEEP WORK 
IN6 HARD 

WHEN you 

6ET BACK, 
V OKAY? 



OKAY 

/ 








YOU'VE 
REALLY 
GROWN 
UP/ 
I'M SO 
PROUD 
OF YOU/ 





...AND 
NOW IT'S 
SASHIMI. 


V 




iV w « 





TAKE THIS 
FISH. ALL 
ALONG, IT 
WAS MEANT 
TO BE 
COOKED... 



ARE- 

QUEST 

9 


I JUST 
HAVE ONE 
MORE 



oX^.N 



AND YET 
HERE 
THEY ARE, 
NOTHING 

MORE THAN 
DELICIOUS 
SASHIMI. 


BUT THE FISH 
THEMSELVES 
DON'T KNOW 
THEY'RE 
MEANT TO BE 
COOKED. 


i-'ri 


THAT. 






LET'S 
PLAY THE 
BALLAD OF 




01 



NARAYAMA! 


* A 1983 FILM IN WHICH A MAN CARRIES HIS MOTHER UP A 
MOUNTAIN ON HIS BACK. 
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